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Superfund site-
t̂o be continued 
Officials get latest update on 

the Comell-Dubilier site 

By CHERYL ORSOM 
STAFF WRITER 

SOUTH PLAINFIELD — 
Progress made over the past year 
in compiling cleanup plans for 
the 27-acre Hamilton Industrial 
Park federal superfund site was 
the main subject of discussion 
during the borough's last pubhc 
Borough Coundl meeting on 
April 19. 

Federal EnvironmuuLai 
Protection Agency (EPA) Project 
Manager Peter Mannino and 
lawyers representing Comell-
Dubilier and Dana Corp., former 
property owners in Uie Hamilton 
Indu-strifll Park suspected of 
licing the major polluters of the 
site who are now working cooper­
atively with the EPA updated 
the borough council.as to what 
progress has been made since 
their last appearance before this 
governing body in July, 2000. 
Boston attomey representing 
Dana Corp. Micbael Last began 
the proceedings. 

"Our (Last's client's) belief is 
that we're making real progress, 
that we're still on track in the 
way that we talked about last 
summer;" said Last. "We wanted 
just to be* sure that silence wasn't 
taken for non-action." 

Last said.during this period 
his client and the EPA have been 

,fveiy active" at the site working 
i n "collaborative" effort 'to 
•advance 'tJbe time eehednle fbr 
the'site 's eventual redevelop--
•meat. He said the EPA's snper-
ipnd program's purpose., is 
•^bere there i«-a. potesntial .to 
^pedevelop j a; site, that this be 
advanced "as quickly as posri-
"ble." He:6aid normally cleanxjp 
^jTocedures could take six years 

-{H: more. He said Jiifl client and 
:the EPA have" a schedOde "that 
•-is much faster than that" which 
should allow the property to be 
redeveloped .."quite • q:uicklyr 
within two years. • . 

-Last said ..his client is also 
working with the EPA "to share 

"redevelopment concepts." He 
a^ded the next stages of this 
process, fiiUowing completion of_ 
the remediation study, "are 
going to be very important^ aa 
remedies to rehabilitate will be 
proposed. He said the remedies 
do need tb take into account Oie 
future -use of the site' as he stat­
ed this is ' a very important ele­
ment; in the redevfclopment «e^ 

• ijario." He said his clienfwilj be , 
sharing.-with -the .EPA .their.: 

" thoughts on the; poiesible reuses;', 
of this jsite aiid how these teine:. 
dies could be incorporated inio 

• future plans-
Last said be is aware the bor­

ough wants to.move forward 
w i ^ . the municipal planning 

.prdceas associated with the 

site'ff Mature re^leyelopmentl He ' 
said.tiuspixxaess,could parallel 

.the.EPA's;femedi»tinn process-. 
es/.Mannino ,^en, updated the. 
borough Coundl on .the EPA's 
•prbgress'atthie'ttte. . ". 

..Maiminq; said, in order to 
fadiitatei-'-the' redevelopmient 

:pmp^esX;^tii t i is 'aln&^ been 
• made-fbrHhe Bitejthe EPA has 
. modifiwlits ichednle according-
°Iy:rHe said tlie:EPA has finished 
. collecting''data' i t , believea is 
necessary iii otder to to tiakethe 
next;, step'. of.' evaluating" and 

': BcreeiixD^ remedial altematives 
to addr^s the cpntammation of 
theon^ite.soiL Be said the EPA 

. expects to iiave'a fuH report by 
the_ end of April ot the' begin- ' 

• ning-;of.; May•• revealing .the 
°'xestilt5 :̂Df tOiiB remedialinve^ti-
• tati'cm:'He'«kidth'e EPA'B eclwd-' 
•ulfe/is ftij, have'a proposed plan: 

• reaidy/fbt the 'p^l ic!s penisal.. 
•ysTthitt-.thfeTiext.eght^^^^ Jun*., 
moniflisl'by-the -late fialloreaDdy. 

"wintS," • • . . . . " . ' • " . " • ."' 
:••'Mayor Daniel Gallagher aaid 

^he wasn't quite satisfied with 
.the'EPA's inexact schedule, ' 
•. 0'^The'borough, is genuinely 
-mierested "in;:having this, (site 
-remediation) done,.getting that 
1 the land in "a-position where it 
' could be- deyelope4,*,- said 
iGaDai^cr sating he. would like , 

the EPA to be more aincere in < 
'its."efforts and have- the- time •: 
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frame move "more quickly .and ' 
diligently" than itliae beian..'' . 

MaTiTnVn said the EPA. is ' 
working as quickly as i t can, 
within the stepi5.it must, by.law, ' 
follow.Coiwioliyesident James -. 

: ybixal, thoujji, •said he is.'^Veiy 
impressed with the whole pnv- ° 
ject". ei this site and aaid there -
is a stigma >mnging over feder-,. 
al agencies that t h ^ . a r e alow . 

. and bureaucratic. .. /;.•.,...•;. 
1 t>iiTiTc this, bflg been reaHy . 

very interestihg, the projects 
- .been risally great and the pib-

ject'e going ,on very well,"..*aid •] 
Vokral staSng the EPA is •work-;! 
ing towards-^e redeyelopinent | 

; of the site; "Ifs .(the.project) .iflii 
. 'really on t h e f a s t t r a t i M / a r as "J 
.projects like'thisgo."',.: •;;-;'-.•'•• 

.-Vokral said -the puirpose-jpf-
this'update is tolbe able .to fbr-'i 

^ "Ward rehabPitatJonplaiog'totbe" 
, borpiigji Planning Board so they t 
would be. able to review i^jein.; 
He .said borough Town Planner. 
Lester ITeenzlm would siso be. 
actively involved in' this reyiew 
process. 

- Last said that be hopes insix -
months be and.other ofScials 
.̂-wQI again be .able to provide.the 

; borough Coundl: with a"'"riealis-
:' tid,,update" of'Urogrcw .being 
i.°,hulide at fhie.°iita.'He;,«aid smy 
•':.'rehabilitatioii \plans '.'pbisaaiy 
'. 'made' in tiie interim wotild also 

be discussed. 
. Longtime borough resident 

'and.Board of EdticatiQia^mena-
; ber .Fraiik -McCorski eaid.lie 

really appreciates the .iaiayor 
promoting the idea of Roving a 
'little faster" at irehahJIitating 

'•this site. He alfp.'jokingly .. 
, offered to supervise the£FA or ' 
sliow them how; the cleanup 

. should be done. ;' 
(Sallagher said the .EPA.and '.' 

. borough would do. ev«ything". 
' t hey conld.to.mo7e:thia^rpjectV-
'along. He also added, howev^J, 
•!!that if the EPA defezminea: the '•' 
;• land needs -to i.cappisd it would"; . 
f-effect;:the number of buildings' [ 
':thit.conld'beTilaced at the site...'' 

He'; said;.v"he.'. believed\!">ti»e' . 
; Planning Board would provide . 
• "good planning* in" this inatter.' 
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site 
By CHEAYL ORSON 
STAFF WHITER • 

; SOUTH ., PLAlNnEiD — 
.! CouncQ membere were * - r j ^ ^ 

to discnss.whai progress is being 
Biade iu cleaning up the contam­
inated Hamntnn f-nrtriKhritii Park 
superfimd site. 
. Council President - James 
VokrsI said the 2&4qaare-acre 
boroug superfund ' a t e will 
again be the subject of intense 
discussion. Vokral said officials 
from' the original property own­
ers Dana Corp. and Corpell-' 
Ihibiliez; as well as oEBdals now 
-working on plans to improve'the 
site indudisg Beacon Planning-
_and̂  the federal_EnvironmeaSi 
Protection" Agency' (EPAX^iinj"' 
again expected to address the 
cocncil and the public on this 

-topic-EPA affidals are expected 
to update borough, officials on 
any progress roade in their reme-
'diation planning at the ate. 

Vokral said this is yiaw being 
dfflie in order for the coixodl to 
approve of forwarding the. pro-' 
posed rehabilitation.prcrject to 
deannp the site to the Planning 
Bonrd in order finr that governing 
body to review the plan. He said 
the hoard and the town planner 
will be asked to look at the'recre-
ation df a'borough redevelopment 
igeaty to work on ihiis site. I ^ .• 
said tlie potential redevelopment 

agency could look at surrounding 
properties to dedde what is the 
best way. to develop the area. He 
said-while the board -would 
review plans,'the'.town planner' 
would dedde if these future 
plans are "wofthwHle" gf imple-
menfangi' 

Vokral said ftnmine & borough 
.redevelopment: agency. would 
accnmpliah.- two. goals .— this, 
-would make t ie .borough eligible'. 
for various state aid programs ior 
this type of superfund project , 
and it wocdd also demonstrate to 
the.EPA that &e borough.sup-, 
ports the concept of the prpjecfs 
•proposed deannp planJB. • 

*Qic«e,arc two big positives in -. 
• .this area)" .said Vokral of these 

two goals, and the creation.of .a 
. boron^ redevelopment agency. . 

'Described by some as an 
' "industrial blight area," the site 

is located between Hamilton 
Boulevard and Belmont Avenue 
on one aide and Spicer Avenue 
and railroad tracks on the o&en 

..The^te, whidi .contains an esti-.. 
m a t ^ 18 buMnes^s em^liiyiag 
upwards .of .200 workers, has 
been a federal snpeifiind sit* 
since 1998. . . • 

In 1996 federal ofBdal from 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency said polychlorinated 

• biphfmyl'. sobstances ff CBs), 

which are now suspected of beiiig 
carcinogens, w^e confirmed to be 
on the site. PCBs are liquid chemi­
cals once used as insulating mate­
rial for electrical equipment, 
guarding agaizist fires ty prevent, 
uig overheating. The chemicals 
were bazmed in 1976 after, being 
listed in the Toxic Substance 
Control Act 

Pbrmer boroug manufacturer 
Comell-Dubih'ei; which had its lac-
toiy on this site, used PCBs, in 
maVjTig its electrical equipment 
from 1936 to 19€2 and is suspected 
of being one of the major contami-
nators of the site. Ihe EFA has 
been conducting a Remedial 
Investigatioa^eaaittlity Study at 
the site since 1998. 

This study and action on it, can­
not come soon enough for D.S.C 
Enterprises of Newark which owns 
the site and has presented plans, 
unanimously approved of by the 
cDundL to redevelop the now-cont­
aminated area. 

D.S-C. Spokesman Mcbael Last 
confirmed his company has plans 
for three uses on the site induding 
small retail stores on Hamilton 
Boulevard, a mini-storage area 
behind Spicer Avenue -and light 
industry area whidi could poten­
tially contain offices and -ware­
houses. 

Last said his compan/s plans 
will depend on the EPAs final find­
ings and artion plans. 
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